EXIN Data Protection Officer
Protecting Data, Building Trust

The Data era

The exponential expansion of data within organizations is creating
unprecedented privacy and security challenges, escalating
cybersecurity threats, and increasing public concern over data
privacy. In 2024, the global volume of data created, captured,
copied, and consumed reached an astounding 149 zettabytes. By
2025, projections had estimated this figure would grow to 181
zettabytes, reflecting the continued exponential rise in data
generation (Statista).Remarkably, around 90% of the world’s data
has been generated within the past two years, highlighting the
extraordinary pace of growth (IDC).

Simultaneously, cyber threats are on the rise, with ENISA identifying Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS) attacks and
ransomware as some of the most significant risks in recent years, including 2025. Among these threats, attacks targeting
data remain particularly concerning, with data breaches accounting for 17.4% of incidents and data exposures making
up an additional 1%, underscoring the growing vulnerability of sensitive information in an increasingly data-driven
world. Adding to the complexity, a KPMG survey shows that 72% of individuals are more concerned about their data
privacy now than they were five years ago. In this context, organizations are under growing pressure to safeguard
personal data and foster trust. The combination of this unprecedented data growth and an evolving cyber threat
landscape underscores the vital role of the Data Protection Officer in navigating these challenges effectively.

Moreover, new and enforced regulations, such as the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) impose strict
data-protection obligations and severe penalties for non-compliance. For instance, as of March 2025, fines imposed
reach a total around EUR 5.65 billion since the GDPR came into force in 2018, increasing EUR 1.17 billion compared to
the previous year. To strengthen compliance efforts, under GDPR, organizations engaged in large-scale monitoring,
processing of special-category data, or public authorities are required to appoint a DPO. This evolving legal landscape
creates a consistent demand for skilled professionals to ensure compliance, manage Data Protection Impact
Assessments (DPIAs), and maintain communication with regulators.

The Data Protection Officer Role

The role of Data Protection Officers has become increasingly vital as organizations face the dual challenges of responsibly
managing vast amounts of data responsibly and guarding against rising threats. The rapid growth of data and persistent risks,
highlights the need for companies to take privacy seriously. This demand for Data Protection Officers is further amplified by
the growing significance of public trust in data-driven organizations, emphasizing the importance of accountability and
transparency in building and maintaining that trust.

Beyond compliance, Data Protection Officers add value by integrating privacy into business processes, combining legal, IT,
and managerial expertise to safeguard data and mitigate costly breaches. A strong Data Protection Officer helps generate
trust, which is critical as data emerges as one of the most valuable assets in the modern economy. Basically, every sector
that processes personal data relies on Data Protection Officer expertise, with industries such as healthcare, finance,
technology, and e-commerce being especially dependent. ENISA’s 2023 report highlights that healthcare and finance are
among the most targeted sectors, underscoring the importance of robust data protection measures in these industries.
Therefore, it is indispensable to ensure that data is used legally and responsibly.

The growing need for DPOs is also reflected in their market value Glassdoor reported that Data Protection Officers command
competitive salaries, typically ranging between $71,000 and $132,000 annually in the USA. As data-protection regulations
expand across the globe, including the introduction of laws governing artificial intelligence and cybersecurity, opportunities
for privacy professionals are flourishing across industries and organizations.

=IN



The EXIN Data Protection Officer
Career Path

The EXIN Data Protection Officer (DPO) career
path equips professionals with the skills and
knowledge necessary to implement measures for
effective information security management in
line with data protection regulations. By focusing
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prepared to navigate the complexities of modern
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Career Path

e The EXIN Information Security Foundation
certification

e The EXIN Privacy & Data Protection EXIN Data Protection Officer
Foundation certification

e The EXIN Privacy & Data Protection
Professional certification

Upon completion of these three certifications, the candidate will be automatically issued with the EXIN Data Protection
Officer Career Path certification.

The EXIN Data Protection Officer career path strategically integrates these three critical certifications to create a holistic,
multi-dimensional set of expertise that meets the comprehensive demands protection data.

enhances knowledge of data privacy laws, with an emphasis on GDPR
compliance. Understanding data protection is crucial for managing privacy-related risks inherent in Al systems,
particularly those using personal data for profiling, decision-making, and automation. This certification ensures
professionals have the knowledge to manage consent, ensure data anonymization, and uphold individual privacy rights
effectively.

establishes a foundational understanding of managing information security

according to ISO 27001 standards. Professionals with information security management knowledge are equipped to
identify, analyze, and mitigate risks associated with data breaches and cybersecurity threats, which are especially
critical in Al-driven environments where vast amounts of sensitive data are processed and analyzed.

validates in-depth knowledge of the GDPR and tasks, focusing on the
development and implementation of policies and procedures to comply with existing and new legislation, application of
privacy and data protection guidelines and best practices, and by establishing a data protection management system
(DPMS).




The EXIN Data Protection
Officer Career Path

By combining these certifications, the EXIN Data Protection
Officer career path provides essential knowledge of both data
protection law and information security management. This
comprehensive approach aligns with the responsibilities
outlined in GDPR Articles 37-39, which require Data
Protection Officers to inform and advise organizations on
compliance, monitor GDPR adherence, conduct DPIAs, and
liaise with authorities and data subjects.

The inclusion of both GDPR law and ISO 27001 security
ensures to have a deep understanding of risk from both legal
and technical perspectives. This dual focus enables certified
professionals to bridge the gap between privacy regulations
and information security, embedding privacy into an
organization’s processes while ensuring the secure
governance of information assets.

MORE ABOUT THE EXIN CAREER PATHS

EXIN is committed to supporting lifelong learning and empowering professionals throughout their career development. To
help guide their lifelong learning journey, EXIN has introduced a set of Career Path certifications, embracing the S-Shaped
Professional model.

. Characteristics of the S-Shaped Professional include:
The S-shaped professional P
e The ‘S’ flows like a river, representing a fluid and flexible
, encouraging professionals to master
new skills and upskill & reskill as they grow.

e The ‘S’ also stands for ‘soft skills’, such as empathy, emotional
intelligence, and - which are essential for
modern workplaces.

e There is an emphasis on such as adaptability,
collaboration and innovation.

Further information
For further information on the EXIN Career Paths, please visit our

website at https://www.exin.com/career-paths/ or do not hesitate

to reach out to us at: candidatesupport@exin.com
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